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1 . AS EMBASSY AWARE, GATT COUNCIL HAS APPROVED ESTABLISH- 
MENT OF WORKING PARTY TO EXAMINE EXPORT INFLATION INSURANCE 
PROGRAMS MAINTAINED BY SEVERAL EUROPEAN NATIONS (REFTEL A). 
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2. ALTHOUGH ITALIAN SCHEME HAS BEEN SUSPENDED SINCE 1974, 
INFORMATION ON SCHEME WHILE IT WAS IN EFFECT MAY BE USEFUL. 
WE WOULD APPRECIATE ANY INFORMATION IN ANSWER TO FOLLOWING 
WHICH EMBASSY CAN PROVIDE: 

- REFTEL (B) NOTES THAT AS OF THAT TIME ITALIAN OFFICIALS 
NOTED ONLY MODEST TOTAL OF PAYMENTS MADE UNDER SCHEME, BUT 
THAT THEY EXPECTED "SUBSTANTIAL" INDEMNIFICATION TO BE PAID 
OUT IN FUTURE. WERE SUCH PAYMENTS EVENTUALLY MADE? 

- IS THERE ANY INFORMATION AVAILABLE AS TO NET COST (CLAIMS 
PAID MINUS PREMIUMS COLLECTED) OF PROGRAM WHILE IN EFFECT? 

- IF DEFICIT IN FACT OCCURRED, WAS DIFFERENCE MADE UP FROM 
GENERAL BUDGET FUNDS? 

- DOES PROGRAM COVER SERVICES RELATED TO CONTRACTS, OR IS 
IT LIMITED TO CAPITAL GOODS? 

3. THIS INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR USE IN WASHINGTON 
PREPARATION FOR WP AND WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING IT 
BY SEPTEMBER 10. ROBINSON 
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